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photos from around the country

Feb 26

Dartmouth 250 Celebration and Campaign
Washington DC

Mar 1-2

Dartmouth College Case Symposium
Former Acting Solicitor General Neal Katyal ’91
and Former Solicitor General Greg Garre ’87
will re-argue the case before a panel of seven
distinguished alumni/ae judges.Tom Burack ’82
will deliver Daniel Webster’s famous declaration:
“It is, Sir, as I have said, a Small College...”

Seattle

NYC

The event is open to the entire Dartmouth community and will include
panels exploring how Dartmouth has celebrated the case historically and
feature presentations by nationally renowned constitutional law scholars,
Supreme Court advocates and students completing a Winter Term
course about the case.

Philadelphia

A registration fee of $25 includes all sessions, a Friday evening reception
at the Hop, and lunch on Saturday. Register before Feb 25.

Mar 29

'88th Day of the Year Mini-Reunion in NYC.
Come gather to celebrate the class and Dartmouth 250!
(see back cover for more information)

Niagara Falls

April 2

Dartmouth 250 Celebration and Campaign
New York City

May 4

Alumni Day of Service -- Join the worldwide Dartmouth 250 Call to Serve
http://www.alumni.dartmouth.edu/serve/alumni-day-service
Pre-order your copy of what looks to be an
awesome pictorial
and written history of Dartmouth.
Dartmouth Undying:
A Celebration of Place and Possibility
http://www.orangefrazer.com/store/dartmouthundying-a-celebration-of-place-and-possibility

FOR INFO on all EVENTS, plus links to special videos
and oral histories:
https://250.dartmouth.edu
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An Intro to '88 Hearts and Hands
'88 Hearts and Hands is a network
of classmates that offers confidential
emotional and professional support to
fellow ‘88s during times of stress, loss
and life changes. For a more in-depth
understanding of what it is and how you
can get involved, whether to volunteer
or seek advice, we talked to co-chairs,
Steve Cook and Michelle Stowe Ong to
see which one is the Heart and which one
the Hands (for the record, Steve did not
want to be known as the "handsy one").
MICHELLE (Internist Geriatrics and Integrative Medicine, Lake
Norman NC): Hearts and Hands is very simple. It's a way for '88s to
help each other out. The Heart is offering love and support, just being
there for someone. And the Hands is actually physical help of some
sort, like driving someone to an appointment or making a cake or
delivering groceries. That’s basically how it works.
We have over 53 volunteers so far from our class on our registry,
which is completely confidential. Only Steve and I know who’s on it.
If you volunteer, it registers your name and what you’re interested in
helping with, whether that be Heart – reaching out to a classmate in
need – or a Hand – maybe a skillset that you have. We have volunteers
from all over the world, which is pretty cool.
WHY DID YOU GET INVOLVED?
STEVE (Family Physician, Tacoma WA): When Michelle called and
asked me, first of all I was just flattered that Michelle even knew who
I was, which was pretty awesome. I was like, wow!
MICHELLE: You’re so full of it.
STEVE: People have shared some pretty personal stuff with us
about things they’ve gone through, struggles they had growing up or
struggles in their marriage or with their kids or any number of things
that aren’t usually talked about in the newsletter or Alumni Magazine.
And I think that’s something people feel can be valuable.
It’s one thing to have gone through something and suffered, but if you
can help somebody else suffer less the next time, I think that really
resonates with our classmates, that they can offer something that
isn’t just being rich or famous or successful, but is just the everyday
experiences of life, ranging from the really tragic things like cancer
or substance abuse to the everyday challenges of family or getting
older. This is an opportunity to be of assistance to each other in any
capacity, in any place, which just really spoke to me.
MICHELLE: So far, we’ve helped about 20 classmates. Sometimes
it’s just a phone call or a note to somebody whose parents have died.
It’s been amazing how classmates have stepped up, both to help in
different ways and also just wanting to share their stories.
STEVE: It’s striking that some people who look, for all the world,
incredibly successful and put together sometimes are really struggling
with things that you would not guess. When we all showed up at
Dartmouth in 1984, some may have faked it better than others, but
everybody was a little bit scared and unnerved. And maybe that
doesn’t actually change that much even when you’re 50. There’s still
stuff that you look a good game on the outside, but doesn’t always
carry on the inside.
MICHELLE: And looking back on times when you yourself have
been stressed or in trouble, usually someone who just reaches out

and says I’m thinking about you makes a
big difference. And having that Dartmouth
connection is a good starting point.
STEVE: In my community, I love to reach
out, but I don’t always have that entry
point. And one of the most fun things for
me at reunions has been getting to know
people who I never met at Dartmouth, yet we can create a pretty
cool connection fairly quickly. It opens up a door. And so this is just
opening up doors in a time of need rather than just in a time of fun.
HOW CAN '88s REACH OUT TO HEARTS AND HANDS?
STEVE: The way for people to ask for specific help is to contact
us through the Hearts and Hands link on the ‘88 Class Website
(dartmouth88.org). The email goes directly to Michelle and I and
nobody else. It doesn’t go to the class, it doesn’t go to the college,
just to Michelle and I. It is completely confidential.
And you could say anything from I’m going through a divorce, I’m
struggling with career problems, I’m worried about a family member.
And from that information, we connect you with someone that could
help in some way. For instance, we have several classmates who are
pediatric oncologists who can help somebody who’s dealing with a
child with cancer.
And we’ll always be respectful of the privacy and confidentiality of
both the parties involved. So before we connect people we'll say, "Is
it OK if we ask this person to reach out to you?" Because we also
want to make sure that it’s not like we’re setting you up to talk to the
boy who dumped you at the formal or something like that.
MICHELLE: That happened in another class, and they warned us. So
we ask first. And then they connect by email or phone or whatever
is easiest for them. And after that initial connection, Steve and I step
out of the way, because it’s their private connection. It's been so
rewarding for everyone. We’re always welcoming more people, and
hopefully the network will keep growing. If our entire class signed up
to assist, that would be fine with me.
STEVE: I think that would be the ideal thing, because the more we
know about where people are and what they’re willing to do, the more
we can help each other. Like Michelle said, maybe it’s as simple as
bringing a cake to family members who have moved to a new place.
Often people will think that they don’t have any skill to offer. It’s
almost like the Alumni Magazine intimidation, like if I didn't run the
Boston Marathon in record time, then I better not contribute. We
do have people with specific skills, like oncologists or specialists in
breast radiology, which is fantastic. But there’s a lot of people who
can contribute in so many other ways.
For example, I have a friend that's done a lot of entrepreneurship and
made money. And when I asked him to be a part of the network, he
said, "What, you need somebody who’s gone through a really crappy
divorce?" And I said, that’s exactly why I’m calling you, actually.
Back in 1984, we were all just a bunch of kids thrown together, yet
all of our different experiences are what made up our class then, and
all of us together is what makes up the class now. Whether you feel
100% at ease or whether things haven’t always gone your way, you’re
still part of it and you still have something to offer.
MICHELLE: I agree with Steve. We’re all in this together. At this time
in our lives, as we get older, we know we have to stand up for each
other.
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In Memoriam
KANANI KAUKA

submitted by Jen Kates and Ingrid Nelson

Born in Honolulu, Hawaii in June 1966, Kanani moved to France
and then England with her mom, Anne Houdek, after her parents
divorced. They eventually settled in Boston, where Kanani graduated
from Brookline High School. At Dartmouth, she was one of only a
handful of out LGBT students. She was also deeply involved in the
Dartmouth Community for Divestment campaign to divest from
apartheid South Africa, including the building and rebuilding of the
shanties on Dartmouth College Green after they were attacked and
burned by other students. She was also active in the Glee Club, the
Women’s Issues League – helping to found the Women’s Resource
Center – and what was then known as the Gay Students Association,
among other organizations.
After college, Kanani was an editor, writer and bookseller by trade.
She was published in Out for Blood (Third Side Press, 1995),
Tomboys!: Tales of Dyke Derring-Do (Alyson, 1995) and A Woman
Like That: Lesbian and Bisexual Writers Tell Their Coming Out
Stories (Avon 1999), among other collections. She worked for Lambda Rising bookstore in Washington, DC
and was one of the first staffers for the Lambda Book Report (now Lambda Literary). After moving to San
Francisco, she worked for Lonely Planet and Worldwise before taking an editing and web production job at
Kaiser Family Foundation, where she worked for the last 12 years.
She and her partner, Laura Thomas, met at a friend’s wedding in June 2000 and Kanani moved to San
Francisco with her cats, Linus and Lady, in January 2001. She and Laura were married four times: February
2004 when they stood in line with hundreds of other couples, only to have the marriage annulled by the
courts; January 2005 in Vancouver, BC’s queer bookstore, Little Sisters, because it was legal in Canada but
not the US; June 2005 in the Berkeley hills with friends and family present; and finally and still legally, June
2008 at City Hall in the summer before Prop 8 passed.
One of Kanani’s great passions was hawks and birding. She and Laura started volunteering with the Golden
Gate Raptor Observatory in the Marin Headlands in 2003, and Kanani served as a team leader. Kanani was
also a part of the Dyke March Organizing Committee in San Francisco, an active member of the Metafilter
online community, and was recently trained as a member of SF’s Neighborhood Emergency Response Team
(NERT.)
Kanani fell ill and was first hospitalized this past May, was diagnosed with stage IV lung cancer in June,
went through chemo and radiation, transitioned to hospice status at the end of October, and died on
November 10, 2018, with Laura holding her hand, surrounded by their cats and their friends.
Kanani is mourned by her partner Laura, their two cats Roswell and Yorvit, and countless others. A memorial
was held for her on January 20, 2019 at the Women’s Building in San Francisco. Many '88s and other
Dartmouth alums were present, including two of her closest friends, Jen Kates and Ingrid Nelson, who
miss her very much.
Donations may be made in her honor to the Golden Gate Raptor Observatory, GLBT Historical Society, or the
Transgender Law Center.
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SIDELINES

Do you have a hobby, second job or career change that's a passion project? We want to hear
about what brings you joy, what challenges excite you as we enter this second half of our
lives. From beekeeping to triathlons to rock bands, we want to celebrate what makes each '88 unique.
Send your story to newslettereditor@dartmouth88.org

MELISE GRAMM

I know that if you told me after graduating from Dartmouth
that I would become a woodworker, I would have thought
you were crazy! Oddly, my journey into woodworking
started with my career in advertising. I initally wanted to
become an art director, but was told that in order to obtain
that particular position, I would need a graduate degree. I
began my Master of Arts degree at Denver Metro College. In
order to pay for my schooling, I needed to find employment.
I got a job as a fumiture
scratch, dent and gouge
repair person and also
worked on construction
sites
repairing
any
flaws in the woodwork.
After a period of time, I
was mainly working on
furniture. We had more
and more requests from
individuals with antique
fumiture for restoration
work. There are very
few genuinely trained
licensed and bonded
restorers in the US.
That is when I realized
that this was a niche
market in which I could
possibly create a
successful business.

my partner nor myself really knew how to market ourselves,
and our new business was proving to be much more difficult
than anticipated. Many meetings with designers either fell
through or they failed to show up, and the galleries in town
all have "no-compete" clauses. Since each piece is one
of a kind, it has been very difficult to build a website (and
to be quite honest, neither my partner nor myself are very
computer savvy). Because the gallery carrying our work had
the rights to our larger pieces, we still needed to figure out a
way to make money
in between the sales
of our larger pieces.
We
decided
to
produce
smaller
pieces and become
involved in various
farmers
markets
and art markets
around
Colorado
until we can afford
our own gallery. The
markets
involve long hours
and grueling work,
but are also a lot
of fun and we have
met many wonderful
people as a result.

Anne-Marie Weldon Keane and Melise at the Vail Farmers Market in Colorado

There were not any
restoration schools in the US, so I learned Italian and applied
to a school of restoration and conservation in Florence,
Italy. I spent two years leaming about and practicing the
art of restoration of fumiture and also specialized in gilding.
While in school, I was lucky enough to apprentice at famous
galleries like Palazzo Vecchio, The Uffizi and Palazzo Pitti,
to name a few.

When I retumed to the US, I started my own restoration
business and had clients with private collections in the US,
Mexico and Canada. I also worked for various galleries.
After over 15 years of work, I began to worry about the
effects of some of the chemicals I was using on my body.
I knew I needed to make some sort of change. While on a
surf trip in southeast Asia, I noticed a surplus of "discarded"
old root structures. Pieces that would make breathtaking
tables, sculptures and consoles. My partner and I collected
enough root structures to fill a container and had it shipped
to our workshop in Gypsum, Colorado. Now what?!
We had used up most of our funds on everything involved
with the container and the workshop. I adore the
creative part of the woodworking and finishing, but what we
really needed to do was actually SELL the pieces. Neither

The main selling
point
of
the
woodwork is that it is all made from old reclaimed roots
of hardwood trees like teak, acacia, and rosewood. I finish
almost all of our pieces with natural finishes, many of which
I make myself. On some of the pieces I will add small
touches of gold, silver or copper gilding and also do custom
gilding for clients, if desired. I try and work personally with
most of our clients in order to meet their needs as closely
as possible. What I love about the teak is that it is a very
durable hardwood so most of the pieces can be outdoor as
well as indoor.
My favorite part about what I do is when I make something
that is exactly or better than my client's vision and see their
happy reaction. I love getting to see, either in person or
photographs, my pieces in their new homes and the organic
beauty they bring to any style of decor. I am fortunate and
blessed to be doing what I love and all of that energy goes
into each and every piece I produce. But as of so far, it
has also proved to be way more difficult than I had ever
dreamed!
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DARTMOUTH RELAYS
Pam Crandall recaps the 50th anniversary celebration
While the weather outside was frightful, the 50th Anniversary of the
Dartmouth Relays Reunion was delightful! Many Dartmouth XC/Track
& Field athletes made their way back to Hanover on the weekend
of January 11-13, 2019 to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the
Dartmouth Relays, with the Class of '88 making a strong showing.
The Dartmouth Relays started in 1969 and continues to be one of the
premier Track & Field meets in New England. The weekend was a fun
mix of time at the Relays and time spent with friends, both formally
and informally. The weekend started with a relaxed, informal gettogether at Murphy's on Friday night with a number of '88 former
runners attending including, Pam Crandall, Barbara Morrisseau,
Jeanne Sapienza, and Chris Savos, with Jeanne showing off her
awesome '88 tattoo (see photo at right). Beers, cheers and wonderful
conversation flowed, and it was a late night for many of us!

JEANNE SAPIENZA
I went to the relays
because I knew it would
be a great opportunity
not only to see the '88s I
call some of my favorite
friends, but also others
from the '80s through the
'90s. Just a really good
group of teammates with
whom we all have formed
lasting bonds.
Despite the below-zero
temperatures, we enjoyed
eating and socializing,
watching track and, of
course, going for a run!
Seeing everyone just
like we were at school
together yesterday...

Saturday, for those willing to brave the close to 0 degree temperatures,
there was a fun run outside, and for others, there was time to catch up
on sleep, meet for coffee, visit the campus and see other friends. The
afternoon was spent watching the races in Leverone and cheering for
the Dartmouth team as well as some of our children who were racing.
Tim Clark spent the entire weekend working as head marshal of the
meet, volunteering from early in the morning until the end of the day
on Saturday and Sunday. Tim is, and has been, an integral
part of the success of the Relays.
Saturday evening there was a formal reception and dinner at the
Hanover Inn with talks from some former Dartmouth athletes.
Outgoing Friends of Track Chair, Barbara Morrisseau, was thanked
for the incredible amount of time and effort she has given to the
Friends of Track over the last two years. Famous head coach, Vin
Lananna, who has achieved great success in Track & Field, recently
serving as the head men's coach for Team USA in Rio de Janeiro,
shared some funny stories from our time at Dartmouth. Other '88s
at the reception included Tim Clark, Pam Crandall, Betsey Cuervo
Tilson, Jeanne Sapienza, Chris Savos and Laura Weylman Turner.

Barbara Morrisseau, Pam Crandall, Jeanne Sapienza,
Erin Connolly '90 and Emily Silver '89.

Sunday was spent watching the last races of the weekend, cheering
for the Dartmouth team and having some last moments with each
other. No '88's were brave enough to race in the Masters one-mile
race, but we all had fun cheering on our former teammates who are in
great enough shape to race the mile. It all felt very familiar, reminding
many of us of days gone by. With hearts full and perhaps a bit heavy
when it was time to go our separate ways, we made promises to
re-connect soon. The temperatures in Hanover were frigid but the time
spent together warmed all of our hearts.
Pam with Mike Andrews
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MINIs and MICRO REUNIONS and other '88 NEWS

SACRAMENTO, CA

Dave Youker, Tom DeMerit and Rob Norris '90

TOM DEMERIT

While not the best of photos, my art history training from
days of yore in Carpenter Hall informs me that this selfie was
taken from a ‘dangerous’ perspective with a slight offset to
the framing of faces, suggesting the universal imperfectability
of the human material. The heads are arranged in a neoclassical triad that is evocative of Michelangelo’s Pietà or
perhaps the works of Da Vinci. And as for myself, well, I
occupy the gravitational center of the scene which is befitting
for any man of my world-view and carriage.
I live in Snoqualmie, WA, but since 2012 I have worked for
a company whose corporate office is located in Fairfield,
CA., allegedly regarded as the ‘Cleveland’ of the Bay Area.
Flight options are SFO (San Francisco) or SMF (Sacramento).
Considering that fellow Wisconsin-ite David Youker resides
in nearby Sacramento, SMF is the clear winner. Words
fail to accurately describe how an evening at Youk’s with
his lovely wife, Kerry, and two boys, Mitchell and Tommy,
always serves to decompress one after a week spent in the
corporate viper’s nest. It’s a warm, loving home and I look
forward to each and every visit. Last month’s visit included
Sacramento-area resident, Dr. Rob Norris ’90, whom I hadn’t
seen in 25 years or so. It was (yet another) wonderful night
spent at David’s house in Sacramento.

As for me, my wife Joann is from the Seattle area. She and I
met during a four-year period of living in the Pacific Northwest
in the early '90s. After marriage, we moved to Bozeman,
MT, where Joann ran specialty denim products for Planet
Hollywood and All-Star Café. That lasted two years before
continuing eastward to Wisconsin as our first set of twins
(fraternal boys) arrived. Four years later brought a second
set of twins (boy and a girl…fraternal, of course. You’d be
surprised at how frequently we’ve been asked if they’re
identical!). For 20 years we lived in my hometown of Port
Washington, Wisconsin, raising our children in close proximity
to my parents and amidst a large extended DeMerit family (I
am one of seven). However, this past summer we relocated
to Snoqualmie to be close to Joann’s mother. Joann is an
only child, and her mother is alone, so the calculus regarding
the decision to move was reasonably straightforward. Also,
it appears we ‘chose wisely,' considering the severe winter
they’re experiencing back home in the Midwest.
Our older boys are now 20 – Charles is a sophomore at
Drake University in Des Moines and currently enjoying a
semester abroad in Singapore; Elliot is in his second year
at The Young Americans College of the Performing Arts
in Corona, CA with whom he tours the USA and abroad,
performing music outreach through kids’ workshops at
schools and communities. The younger pair, Josephine and
Stuart, are sophomores at Mount Si High School and on the
verge of obtaining their WA state driver’s licenses. Yikes,
for several reasons - one being that empty-nester status is
on the immediate horizon for us. Since being back to the
Pacific Northwest, I’ve seen too few fellow Dartmouth alumni
– notably Brian Janssen and John Drescher ’89 – but hope
to see more in the future, including Dr. John O’Kane ’89 and
Brent Frei at some point (though to be clear, I did stop in
at TerraClear, Mr. Frei’s latest venture, only to discover him
away from the office that day). The fault is mine for not getting
out enough and avoiding everything west of Issaquah except
when necessary.

KATHY CORBETT
BROOKS

MOOSILAUKE
October 2018

Kathy Beams Wiseman, Kathy Corbett
Brooks, Kate Benedict MacGregor and
Julie Williams

Kate Benedict MacGregor,
Kathy Beams Wiseman,
Julie Williams and I went
to the Ravine lodge for an
overnight in October. We had
a nice dinner in the lodge
and, other than a sorority
group there for dinner, we
were almost the only ones
there. Although Julie had to
leave the next morning, the
rest of us hiked in horrible
cold and rainy weather, but
we made it to the summit!
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In November, Robin Joy hosted a send-off party for
Catherine Craighead Briggs as she prepared to leave
the Bay Area for her new home on Vashon Island, WA.
Janet Warren and Dee Dee Mendoza, who work for the
College, joined a large representation of Bay Area '88s for
good company and live music.
Back row: Clay Corbus, Gregg Brockway, Mark Kelsey,
Jon Hunt, Mike Lee and Andrew Felder
Middle row: Janet Warren, Kristen Steck, Diane Gsell,
Jennifer Taylor, Elizabeth Apple Fee, Lisa Bransten and
Dee Dee Mendoza
Seated: Sam Gutsch Toole, Larissa Roesch, Catherine
Craighead Briggs, Shea Harden and Robin Joy

BAY AREA, CA

Not pictured, but joining in the fun: Anlee Kuo, Mark
Brooks

November 2018

New York NY
December 2018

BILL TRATTLER

NEW BABY!

My wife, Jennifer Loh, and I welcomed our baby boy,
Daniel, this past December 15. Danny aspires to attend
Dartmouth (class of 2040), but for now he is content to
just eat and sleep... a lot. Fellow '88, Larry Spiegelman,
delivered Danny. In fact, he has delivered all four of my
children!

Dorothy Price Hill, Saad Iqbal, Ish
McLaughlin and Caitlin Hadtke Gagnon at
the 1769/Bartlett Tower Society event in NYC

Daniel celebrates his first New Year

Larry with proud dad, Bill

AMY KESSEL

This past summer, Jason and I kayaked with our four teenagers (two each) to a
remote campsite on our little island in the Puget Sound, where we got married
as the sun was setting. We included a Celtic tradition called
handfasting (a symbolic "tying of the knot" ceremony), read poetry
and vows to each other, and had an awesome picnic on the beach.
All barefoot and with zero stress! This was a great contrast to both
our first weddings and reflects the difference in priorities we have
at this stage in life. The money we saved we promptly spent on a
fantastic few weeks in Portugal; for those of you planning travel to
Lisbon and the countryside, definitely include a stay on the island of
Madeira!
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It's that time
of year again to jump into the

2019
OSCAR
POOL
Cast your votes
for the winners
in each category and see how well you
do against your fellow '88s! Hosted by
Sonja Kuftinec.
https://dartmouth88.net/oscars2019/

MARCH 29
88th Day Of the Year
Virtual Reunion on the '88 Facebook page
Post your photos of how you spent the 88th day!
NYC Mini-Reunion 6-10pm

Our first mini-reunion of the year will be hosted by Doug Borden in
Tribeca. We welcome alumni from NY, CT, NJ, and PA and beyond!
This will be a wonderful opportunity to celebrate Dartmouth's
250th birthday, the 88th day of the year and each other!

For event details and RSVP, contact Adam Rabiner
adam_rabiner@yahoo.com

SEND NEWS TO
Ann Jackman at:

newslettereditor@
dartmouth88.org
Download the newsletter at
dartmouth88.org

Detailed listing of events:
https://alumni.dartmouth.edu/events/carnivail-big-bets-big-mountain

